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Seminar Cycle  
 
 

The Development of Egypt’s Economy from Independence to Nowadays: 
an Introduction 

 
 

Aula Poeti, Monday, 8th of April, 15-17hrs 
 

 
The Construction of an International Organization:  

the International Fund for Agricultural Development, (IFAD) at the U.N 
 

Aula Poeti, Tuesday, 9th of April, 13-15hrs 
 

By Professor Adel Beshai 
American University in Cairo (AUC) 

 
In 1947 Egypt had a population of 19 million inhabitants; in 2018 Egypt has a population of 100 
million inhabitants. Despite contradictory and incompatible economic policies, the 100 million 
inhabitants of today have on average better life expectancy and better all round economic 
conditions. Why is this so? 
 
The untold story of how an International Financial Institution that is specialized in Agriculture and 
has a two thirds of the voting power with developing countries was created: this is the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 
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