
Since the end of the Cold War African countries have 

been experiencing deep and rapid transformations that 

have had a relevant impact on their interaction with the 

rest of the world. If soon after the end of the Cold War 

scholars predicted a downscaling of Africa's global 

strategic relevance, today the continent is again drawing 

international attention for its security and economic 

challenges. Within this context, the relations between the 

African countries and the emerging powers from the 

Global South are accelerating internal transformations on 

the continent, while contributing to a redefinition of 

Africa’s international relations.  

This international conference aims at debating the limits 

and potentialities of the growing political and economic 

interaction between the African countries and the 

“emerging powers” within a broader historical and 

political perspective. In particular, the conference will 

analyze the role of African governments and multilateral 

institutions in shaping economic, political and security 

relations with the emerging powers, the political and 

economic priorities of the latter in Africa, and the 

reactions of the Western countries to the increasing 

assertiveness of the emerging powers in Africa.  
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PROGRAMME 

 

THURSDAY, 4 MAY 

 

9.00  

Welcome and introductory remarks 

 

9.30-11.00  

Session 1: States and African resources  

Chair: Henning Melber (Nordic Africa Institute) 

Gerold Krozewski (Osaka University)  
Transnational economic dynamics and statehood: a historical 
perspective on early 21st century Africa  
 

Jack Hogan (University of the Free State) 
‘New’ powers and ‘old’ powers? The Upper Zambezi 
borderlands 
 

Mario Zamponi (University of Bologna) 
Land grabbing in Africa: the role of the BRICS 

 

11.30-13.00  

Session 2: Emerging powers and Africa 

Chair: Corrado Tornimbeni (University of Bologna) 

 

Javier Abellán (Complutense University of Madrid)  

The role of Brazil as a new donor of development aid in Africa 

 

Federico Donelli (University of Genoa) 

The Ankara Consensus: a meaning to Turkey's engagement into 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

Vladimir Shubin (Institute for African Studies, Russian 

Academy of Sciences)  

Russia and Africa: a slow comeback 

14.30-16.00  

Session 3: South-South dimensions 

Chair: Anna Maria Gentili (University of Bologna) 

 

Jacques Depelchin (PER ANKH) 

The limits and strength of South-South cooperation 

 

Christof Hartmann (University of Duisburg-Essen) 

China and the extraversion of African politics 

 

Henning Melber (Nordic Africa Institute) 

China and Namibia: an all-weather friendship investigated 

 

FRIDAY, 5 MAY 

 

9.30-11.00  

Session 4: External actors – local impacts 

Chair: Ulf Engel (University of Leipzig) 

 

Barbara Onnis (University of Cagliari), Isabella Soi 

(University of Cagliari) 

Japanese politics in Africa: old actors or old politics? 

 

Maria Stella Rognoni (University of Florence) 

India and the peacekeeping missions in the Congo: ethics, 

business and power politics. 

 

Arrigo Pallotti (University of Bologna) 

The European Union and Africa at 60: politicization of 

cooperation, depolicitization of development 

 

 

 

 

11.30-13.00  

Session 5: African actors  

Chair: Arrigo Pallotti (University of Bologna) 

 

Ulf Engel (University of Leipzig) 

The African Union peace/security and democracy/good 

governance agendas: between donor dependency and member state 

obstruction 

 

Redie Bereketeab (Nordic Africa Institute)  

Regional and international interventions, alliances and 

consequences in the Horn of Africa 

 

Victor Adetula (Nordic Africa Institute and University 

of Jos) 

Emerging powers and threats to regional hegemonies in Africa 

 

Aditi Lalbahadur (South African Institute of 

International Affairs) 

Peacebuilding with ‘Southern’ characteristic: a case study of 

South Africa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 

 

13.00 

Closing remarks 


